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Bhaja Govindam 
of 
Sri Sankara Bhagavatpada 
(English translation by S.N.Sastri) 
(The font used for the Sanskrit text is BRH Devanagari. This font can be 
downloaded for free from www.baraha.com) 


Bhaja Govindam is one of the most popular works of Sri 
Sankara. The essential teaching conveyed through this work is 
the need for cultivating an attitude of detachment towards all 
worldly matters and intense devotion to God. These two are 
necessary even for leading a happy life in the world . They are 
also the most important requisites for seekers of Self - 
knowledge. 

Wat What wot fas 

mifaet Wot TSH | 

ured Stated aaret 

a fe 4 fe waht SHa Ha 2 


1.Worship Govinda, worship Govinda, you d eluded one! When 
the end is near, knowledge of grammar will not save you. 
Note. Wea does not mean ‘fool’ or one of deficient intelligence. It means 


‘one deluded by maya into identifying oneself with one’s body, mind and 
senses’. We are all in reality the infinite Brahman, but, because of 
ignorance of this truth we think of ourselves as the body-mind complex. 
This wrong notion is what is called ‘bondage’ in Vedanta. In this sense 
even the most intelligent human being is a deluded person until he 
realizes the truth that he is none other than Brahman. The translation of 
this word as ‘fool’ does not bring out its real vedantic sense in the 
present context. 


The expression SHO @Ul is taken from the great grammarian Panini’s 


list of verbal roots in Sanskrit. It is used here to represent the subject of 
grammar. It should not be concluded that Sri Sankara decries the study 
of grammar. On the other hand, knowledge of grammar is essential for 
understanding the upanishads and Sri Sankara’s Bhashya. Here 
grammar stands for all worldly knowledge. The Mundakopanishad says 
that there are two kinds of knowledge—the higher and the lower. The 
lower knowledge includes the four Vedas, the science of pronunciation, 
the code of rituals, grammar, etymology, metre, and astrology (including 
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astronomy). The higher knowledge is that by which the Immutable 
(Brahman) is realized. The lower knowledge is necessary for all worldly 
purposes, but it is only the higher knowledge that will deliver one from 
the continuous chain of births and deaths. This is the idea conveyed by 
the statement that knowledge of grammar, that is, mere worldly 
knowledge, will not save you from samsaara. So one should strive to 
attain Self-knowledge. 


Ye elle sarraqu4r 
He Gals HAS faq | 
aera Aoaaatordt 
fad da feates Feraqe 


2. O deluded one, give up your craving for wealth. Make your 
mind free from desire and fill it with the thought of Brahman. 
Be happy with whatever you get as a result of your past 
actions (karma). 


anette 

FRAT APT HTT 

Te fata at aRAII3 

3. Do not be infatuated by the feminine body. Repeatedly 


remind yourself that it is only made up of flesh, fat and similar 
substances. 


Tasitatataaauery| 

fates cored Har et 

teh BMehed T GACAAIS 

4. Life is as impermanent as water drops on a lotus leaf. Know 
that the whole world is in the grip of disease, sorrow, and ego. 


trrafestantant te: 
Uasttatd wastes 
arat catsitt + yeatd Wet 
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5. A person’s family loves him only as long as he is able to 
earn money. Afterwards, when the body has become weak, no 
one in the house even enquires about him. 


aaa Raat tt 
aad Teatt Hart Te 
Tea arat Sera 

aTrar farsatt aPeHT ALTE, 


6. As long as there is breath in the body, peop le in the house 
enquire about his welfare. Once the breath has left, even those 
who were dependent on him are afraid of his dead body. 

The verb ‘bibhyati’ is in the plural. So the word ‘bharya’ means not only 
wife, but all dependents. 


of saa fet 
Wed dd: Gace: TAA 
Garett eat tid: 
aaaer fafear SF: 


7. Remember that wealth is always evil; there is not the 
slightest trace of happiness in it. For the rich there is fear even 
from their sons; this is the rule everywhere. 

Teed wAlstae: 

TOUTS THU: | 

Taare: 


Ut walter Aisi 7 Awe 


8. The child is ever intent on play; the young man is infatuated 
with the opposite sex; the old man is ever immersed in his 
worries; None ever thinks of the supreme Brahman. 


Al dt Clea ed YA: 
Pantsandta fafa: 
ae aT hd Male: 
aed Fart dies wae 
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9. Who is your wife? Who is your son? This mortal world is 
very strange indeed. To whom do you belong? Wherefrom have 
you come? O brother, ponder over the truth of all these. 


age feaget 
Reage Patecaa 
fated React 
Raletded Vary fer 1120 


10. Association with the good brings about detachment 
towards worldly pursuits. Detachment leads to freedom from 
delusion. From freedom from delusion arises constancy of the 
mind (in meditation on the supreme Being). Constancy of the 
mind leads to liberation even while alive. 


aafe Wed Gh: AAfaaan: 

Bsr A a: ATEM:| 

aftur fact a: uftart 

Pd Tet Hh METI? 

11. What lustful enjoyments can there be when one is very 
old? How can there be a lake when the water has dried up? 
What followers can one have when one’s wealth is exhausted? 


Once the ultimate Reality is known, how can there be worldly 
life any more? 


A he 

ett FAME Art: Aa 
Wamafaenkact fecar 
gad ct Ufaar faferaree 


12. Do not be haughty because of wealth or friends or youth. 
Time destroys everything in a twinkle. Give up attachment to 
this world which is nothing but Maya and attain to the state of 
Brahman through knowledge of the Reality. 


feqarfaeat Ort Ura: 
RiRRaa Taare: | 
alet: Aletd Testy 
TASH A HAAN 118 3 
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13. Night follows day, evening follows the morning, winter and 
spring repeat themselves. Time plays and the life is running 
out. But the force of desires never | essens. 


afta darpawrety:| 
lon So . 
SS HUA TAT ANT: 112% 


14. Through this bouquet of twelve verses was instruction 
given to a scholar in grammar by the learned Sri Sankara 
Bhagavatpada. (The twelve verses are those starting from the 
second verse. The first verse is an introduction). 
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